
Governor Haley Barbour Considers Creating
Commission to Study MAEP Formula

Bill to Study the Formula Died in the Legislature

Questions have been raised as to the efficiency of the 
formula Mississippi uses to give state funds to public 
schools and Governor Haley Barbour would like the 
answers. Governor Barbour announced today he is 
considering using an executive order to create a 
commission to study the Mississippi Adequate Education 
Program formula. A bill to create such a commission died 
last week in the Legislature.

“House and Senate members and some State 
Department of Education officials tell us privately that there
are flaws in the MAEP formula that should be addressed. 
Since it constitutes approximately 50% of Mississippi’s 
budget, any miscalculations can be devastating to state 
government,” said Governor Barbour.

Governor Barbour pointed out that because of the way 
the MAEP calculates average daily attendance in public 
schools, an extra $8.3 million has been requested this year 
to go to Mississippi students who do not exist.

The Governor also said the recent size of MAEP 
requests raise red flags. “We estimate that even if the 
MAEP formula is fully funded this year and the teacher pay 
raise is provided on schedule, the ’07 MAEP request by the 
State Department of Education will be an increase of more 
than $150 million over this year. Those type of calculations 
should be questioned by state leaders,” said Governor 
Barbour.

The Governor noted that former House Education 
Chairman Rep. Bubba Pierce estimated earlier this Session 
that there was as much as $100 million in inefficiencies in 



the MAEP formula and that a 2002 PEER report also noted 
inefficiencies in the formula.
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